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Summary

exclusion and on their intention to engage in deviant behavior.

Introduction
behavioural expression where adolescents reject and are opposed
adolescents lack confidence in institutional authorities and, in this
vement in deviant behavior is linked to and sustained by a sense
of exclusion and alienation from authorities, a process which has

sumes that people use the feedback they have received from group
model posits that it is only when authorities are considered legitimate,
that people voluntarily accept and comply with their decisions and
on the perception that authorities use fair procedures in decision
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making. Procedural fairness is so important because it provides
identity-relevant information, namely how much people are accepted,
respected and valued members in that group. More recently, Lind
they affirm their sense of belongingness to the group.

perceptions of justice concerning teachers are negatively related to
provide further evidence for the integration of these perspectives,
this time using an experimental design. Our first hypothesis was
that adolescents will feel more excluded when teachers use unfair
procedures rather than fair procedures, as well as when adolescents experience failure at school rather than success. Our second
hypothesis is that adolescents will express stronger intentions to
engage in deviant behaviour when teachers use unfair procedures
rather than fair procedures, as well as when adolescents experience failure at school, rather than success. Our third hypothesis is
by their feelings of exclusion from teachers.

Materials and Methods
design. Participants were randomly allocated to the experimental
conditions.
Data was collected in the classroom. Participants were first presented with a scenario where the teachers procedural fairness was
manipulated and were asked to imagine that the situation described
happened to them. After reading the scenario, the dependent meafeelings of exclusion from teachers, participants were asked whe-
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α
α
along with the socio-demographic data solicited, participants were
asked if they had ever failed a year at school and, if so, how many
failure condition and those who had never failed were allocated to
and school failure were not significantly different among the high
χ

Results

chers score revealed a significant main effect of teachers procedural
dural fairness condition felt more excluded from teachers than did

behaviour score revealed a significant main effect of teachers proprocedural fairness condition reported a greater intention to engage
in deviant activities than did those in the high procedural fairness

stronger intentions to engage in deviant activities than those with
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β
β
procedural fairness, feelings of exclusion were positively related to
β
z

Conclusions

procedures in the classroom seems to communicate to adolescents
that they are valued and accepted members in that group, as hyporesults indicate that feelings of exclusion from teachers fully media-

authorities.
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